
  Publication: The Citizen   Page: 2
  Title: Mashatile may not get top job'   Publish Date: 11 November 2024
  AVE: 60958.2   Author: Eric Naki

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

Page 1 of 1

NOT GUARANTEED.ANC deputy president Paul Mashatile’s chances ofsucceeding Cyril Ramaphosa as leader ofthe

ANC are slim as he will beercely contested. sayanalysts. Picture, Nigel Sibanda

Mashatile ‘may
not get topjob’
SUCCESSION DEBATE: HE ‘MIGHT NOT BE RIGHT MAN’

x» Deputy president man for thejob and ANC branch- “I don’t think there is any guar-

es might Vote for someone else. antee that because Mashatile
‘lacks what it takes to “Apart from the allegations, holds the position of deputy pres-

be head ofstate’. the man cannot be envisaged to ident he is a shoeein to get the
be a suitable person who could votes. I think a lot is going to de-
redene and grow the ANC. The pend on the success ofthe GNU.”

lllHllllllIIHlllHHIIlHHIl‘lIHlHHlHHHHIIHH ANC needs leaders with a clear The analyst said if the GNU

Eric Nald plan and track record of achiever survived, preeGNU candidates

ments to draw voters. Mashatile would be stronger, but Lesu, as

igh leadership stakes lacks such qualities. As such, ANC an anti-GNU leader, would be-
within the ANC have regions, branches and provinces come stronger should it fail.
resulted in the suc- will opt for alternative leaders," “Lesu is certainly betting on

cession debate com- Maphaka said. the fact that the GNU with the DA

ing too early com- He mentioned Lesu and former is not going to work well for the

pared with previous years. treasurer—general Zweli Mkhize ANC. He has taken a stand on
But experts say Deputy Pres- among potential contend- that issue,“ he said.

ident Paul Mashatile may not ersfortheposition. If the GNU fails,
make the out. Other Theanquarters that would favour

Mashatile. although by virtue envisaged a tough cannot be Lesu as a presi—
of his position is supposed to be contest between ,. dential candidate

heir-apparent to President Cyr- Lesu and secre- e"““”“{"*““’ and he would feel

il Ramaphosa in line with party tary-general Fikile bed-911110“? vindicated while
succession tradition, is not guar- Mbalula who were person Mbalula, Mantashe,
anteed as he will be ercely con- likely to be front-run- Mashatile and oth-
tested when the time comes. ners for the ANC presi- ers who support

One analyst explicitly stated dency in 2027. the GNU depend on
that Mashatile did not have what Party national chair and its success.

it takes to be a head ofstate. Minister of Mineral Resources, Silke also raised the ANC per-

However, another said pro—gov- Gwede Mantashe was also touted formance in the 2026 local gov-

ernment of national unity (GNU) as a likely contender. ernment elections.
ANC presidential candidates The ANC criticised Lesu re- He said if the party recovered
would have an advantage over cently, accusing him of starting lost ground in the polls. Ramar
opponent, Gauteng premier Pan- his election campaign too early phosa and others in the centre

yaza Lesu, ifthe GNU succeeds. with his public statement oppos- would gain political mileage.
Mashatile is facing a series of ing the GNU and initiatives like “This will strengthen the cen-

corruption allegations emanating Nas’ispani and the launching trist forces within the ANC or the
from his time as MEC in Gauteng. of unfunded programmes like pro-GNU forces within the ANC.

He appeared recently before “amaPanyaza force" and over- “I think that’s a very important
the party integrity commission reaching on national issues. issue to consider before you even

to “answer for his sins”. But the Another political and economy look at who will be the frontrun-

committee does not have the nal analyst Daniel Silke said the suc- ner going forward,” Silke said.
say over members’ fate after the cession debate had come too early Maphaka added that

party resolved to allow for an ap- and it was di'icult to make any Mashatile's appearance before

peal, to a certain party panel. prediction. the integrity (committee) was an

North-West University polit- He said there was no certain- attempt by the party to redene
ical and international relations ty within the ANC on any issue, its image amid the loss of con-

analyst Dominic Maphaka said including the heir-apparent to dence in the organisation by the

Mashatile might not be the right Ramaphosa. electorate. — cricn@citizen.co.zo
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